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he 2009 Vallejo Chamber of 
Commerce Business of the 
Year awards were presented 

to three outstanding member busi-
nesses at the Chamber’s 135th In-
stallation Event on Friday, January 
15th at the Foley Cultural Center. 
	 More than 250 members, com-
munity leaders and guests attended 
the event at which Harrington 
Chiropractic, Klimisch’s Inc. and 
Island Energy were honored as 
Businesses of the Year for their 
creativity, innovation and invest-
ment in their business, socially 
responsible business practices, and 
commitment to the support of the 
Vallejo Community. 
	 Ian Kaiser was honored as the 
New Member of the Year, awarded 

to a new member business that 
has contributed significantly to the 
Chamber and Community in its 
first year as a Chamber member. 
The Vallejo Convention & Visitors 
Bureau was named the Commu-
nity Organization Partner of the 
Year for its efforts in promoting 
and marketing Vallejo. 
	 A number of special awards 
were also given out at the evening 
event: The Athena Award, co-
sponsored by the Vallejo Chamber 
and Avery Greene Motors, went 
to Kathy Hoffman of Congress-
man George Miller’s Office. The 
Vallejo Chamber Man of the Year 
Bud Butler Award was presented 
to Chamber Board Member Rudy 

(continued on page 3)

Chamber Honors Outstanding 
Businesses and Individuals

T he Vallejo Chamber of 
Commerce Political Action 
Committee (ValPAC) has 

announced its endorsement of 
Vallejo City Councilman Michael 
Wilson for the 2010 7th District 
Assembly Election. Wilson is 
a local businessman and civic 
leader, as well as the former Board 
Chairman of the Vallejo Chamber 
of Commerce.
 	 “ValPAC is most interested in 
ensuring that our representative 
elected officials are experienced 
community leaders who are com-
mitted to responsible business 
growth and development,” ex-
plained Freda Dill, ValPAC Board 
Chair. “ValPAC has endorsed 
Michael Wilson for this important 

state office because he is commit-
ted to working to develop business 
growth and job opportunities for 
Vallejo and the entire 7th District.”  
	 Wilson was elected to the 
Vallejo City Council in 2007 
and has worked to bring fiscal 
solvency to the administration of 
the City. Wilson is currently Vice 
President and Chief Financial 
Officer at ARC Inc Architects. He 
is the former Chairman of the City 
of Vallejo Economic Develop-
ment Commission and has served 
Vallejo on various boards and task 
forces. 
	 If elected, Wilson will fill the 
seat being vacated by Assem-
blymember Noreen Evans, 

(continued on page 5) 

ValPAC Endorses Wilson
For State Assembly

T

Left: Joseph Eisenbrandt, Commute Challenge Coordinator; 
Dr. Steve Stricker, Physician-in-Chief; Baljinder Manger, 
Kaiser’s Most Outstanding Commuter; and Vallejo Mayor 
Osby Davis. See story on page 3.
Below: City Councilman Michael Wilson
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appy New 
Year! If I 
have not yet 

had the opportunity 
to meet you, please 
let me introduce 
myself:

	 My name is Anita Hawkes, 
and I am currently serving as the 
Interim President and CEO of the 
Chamber.  I worked at the Cham-
ber for five years five years ago 
and was hired back in Novem-
ber to serve as the Director of 
Membership and Sponsorship. 
When Rick Wells accepted his 
position as the President and 
CEO of the San Rafael Chamber, 
I was appointed to serve as the 
Interim President and CEO while 
the Board of Directors conducts 
a comprehensive search for a 
permanent chief executive.
	 It is great to be back! As 
many of you may know, I most 
recently served as the Executive 
Director of the Solano Associa-
tion of Realtors, and before that 
my primary role at the Chamber 
was to work with the City of 
Vallejo to attract, recruit and retain 
businesses. 
	 In my current role at the 
Chamber, I am overseeing the day-
to-day operations and working 
closely with the Board to prepare 
for the 2010 year for the Chamber 
and its members. Luckily, as we 
face this transition in the executive 
role at the Chamber, we have a 
great staff that remains dedicated 
to providing our members with the 
best possible service – Constance 

Howard, Jenny Klimisch, Josette 
Lacey and Lemyrtle Thompson. 
I would not be able to do my job 
– any of it – without their incred-
ible support.
	 Your 2010 Chairman of the 
Board Jerry Wilkerson and the 
entire 2010 Board of Directors are 
moving forward to make sure the 
Chamber focuses our support and 
service to helping our member 

businesses strive in the coming 
year. We will continue our Shop 
Vallejo First program and our 
work with the City to retain and 
attract businesses. We will make 
sure that you are informed as to all 
the local, state and federal legisla-
tion that could affect your busi-
ness, and we will continue to be 
politically active in ensuring that 
our collective business voice is 
heard at City Hall, in Sacramento 
and in Washington, D.C.

	 Already, in the short time I 
have been here, we have seen 
some very positive steps that the 
Vallejo economy is on the mend.  
I had the opportunity to attend 
the Grand Opening of Alstom 
Transportation’s new Railcar 
Repair Shop on Mare Island, a 
new business that refurbishes rail 
cars and may someday build new 
railcars as well. Board Chairman 

Jerry Wilkerson, Mayor Davis 
and the entire City Council 
was in attendance as was well.  
Along with past Board Chairs 
Freda Dill and Verna Mustico, 
I also was in attendance at the 
Grand Re-Opening of the new 
Harbor Freight Tools at the I80/
Solano Center. And the entire 
I80/Solano Center is now being 
redeveloped. The construction 
on the new Rite Aid store is just 
starting, and then a new market, 
Mi Pueblo, will be constructed 
after that.  This improvement 
will have a big positive impact 
on the I80 Corridor as it goes 
through Vallejo.
	 I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank all the returning 
and new Cornerstone Sponsors for 
2010. We greatly appreciate the 
confidence that you are showing in 
the Chamber through your invest-
ment in our present and future.
	 To all of our members, thank 
you as well for your confidence in 
our mission and in our business 
community. Without your con-
tinued support, we would not be 
here! 

Report from Interim president and CEO Anita Hawkes

Happy New Year, It is Great to be Back

H

Connecting the community

Chairman Jerry 
Wilkerson and the 

entire Board of 
Directors are moving 

forward to make 
sure the Chamber 

focuses our support 
and service to 

helping our member 
businesses strive in 

the coming year

Interim President/CEO Anita 
Hawkes and Board Members Verna 
Mustico and Peter Wilson joined 
Mayor Osby Davis and City Council 
members Michael Wislon and 
Hermie Sunga at the Grand 
Re-Opening of Harbor Freight Tools 
at the I-80/Solano Center.



2010 Cornerstone
Sponsors

Premier
Recology
MV Transportation/Vallejo 
Transit
Skyview Memorial Lawn
Lennar Mare Island
Kaiser Permanente

Elite
US Bank
Brooks Street
Tri-Eagle Beverage
Weston Solutions Inc.
Avisotek
Minuteman Press

Select
ARC Inc. Architects
Cooper Crane & Rigging
Jeffco/ABC Industrial 
Painting
Sutter Health (SRMF/
SSMC)
Solano County Fair
M2 Mail
Touro University California

Plus
Umpqua Bank
Wells Fargo Bank
Mare Island Golf Club
Callahan DeSilva Vallejo 
LLC
Petersen Janitorial Services
Photos by Shawn Miller

- Family Owned for over 60 Years -

CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE APPOINTMENT

• Efficient, reliable, professional service
• Insurance company recommended
• All makes & models
• Car rental arrangements

www.klimisch.com

Open 8:00 - 5:00
Monday - Friday

285 Couch St. & 1833 Solano Ave. Vallejo, CA
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135th Installation
continued from page 1

Manfredi of Medic Ambulance. 
Marlies Lenigk was named 2009 
Vallejo Chamber Ambassador of 
the Year. 2009 Board Chair Freda 
Dill presented two Chairman’s 
Awards to past Board Chair Verna 
Mustico and outgoing Board 
member Barbara Chavez for 
their outstanding contributions 
to the Chamber and the Vallejo 
community over the past year.
	 In addition to the presenta-
tion of awards, the Chamber 
installed its 2010 officers at 
the event. Jerry Wilkerson of 
Umpqua Bank was sworn in 
as 2010 Board Chair and Terry 
Glubka of Sutter Solano Medical 
Center as the Treasurer. Michael 
Coan of Favaro Lavezzo Gill 
Caretti and Heppell is the Divi-
sional Vice Chairman of Political 
Advocacy, Tom Atwood of Vallejo 
Insurance Associates is the Vice 

Chairman of Economic Develop-
ment and Peter Wilson of the 
Benicia Vallejo Humane Society 
is the Vice Chair of Member Ser-
vices. 
	

The chamber’s 2010 Board of 
Directors was also sworn in at the 
event. Returning board members 
include: Freda Dill, past Board 
Chair, US Bank; Clark Blasdell of 
Suburban Alternatives Land Trust; 

John Bustamante, Enterprise 
Wireless Solutions; Derik Calhoun 
of Vallejo Transit/MV Transporta-
tion; Phil Elfstrom of Skyview 
Memorial Lawn; Norbert Frost, 
Law Offices of Norbert Frost; Eric 

Gilbert of Six Flags Discovery 
Kingdom; and Tony LoForte, 
Zio Fraedo’s of Vallejo.
	 New to the Board in 2010 
are Kathe Chandler of First 
Bank; Linda Johnson of Merrill 
Gardens Vallejo; Rudy Manfredi 
of Medic Ambulance; Shane 
McAffee of the Greater Vallejo 
Recreation District; Kevin 
Miller of M2 Mail; and Tony 
Shannon of Miyogi Productions. 

	 Kaiser Permanente was the 
presenting sponsor of the Cham-
ber’s 135th Installation Dinner. 
The Vallejo Chamber would like 
to thank Kaiser for its tremendous 
support of this event. 

The Vallejo 
Chamber would 

like to thank Kaiser 
for its tremendous 

support of this 
event.

Vallejo Employees Meet Commute Challenge
wenty-four employees from 
Kaiser Permanente Medi-
cal Center in Vallejo were 

recognized by Vallejo Mayor Osby 
Davis and Vallejo Chamber of 
Commerce Interim President and 
CEO Anita Hawkes as part of the 
2009 Solano Commute Challenge.
	 Kaiser Permanente Medi-
cal Center in Vallejo earned the 
title of “Commute Champion 
Workplace.” Kaiser Vallejo was 
the leading employer in the city 
of Vallejo as calculated by the 
number of employees using alter-
native transportation methods to 
commute to work from August to 
October. Mayor Davis, a member 

of the STA Board, thanked Dr. 
Steve Stricker, Kaiser Permanente 
Physician-in-Chief, and Joseph 
Eisenbrandt, Kaiser’s On-Site 
Commute Challenge Coordinator, 
for their efforts. Baljinder Manger 
was recognized as Most Outstand-
ing Commuter for using a com-
mute alternative for 60 workdays.
	 The 3rd Annual Solano Com-
mute Challenge was sponsored 
by the Solano Transportation 
Authority (STA) and coordinated 
by Solano Napa Commuter Infor-
mation (SNCI) in partnership with 
large employers and chambers 
of commerce throughout Solano 
County. The Commute Challenge 

is a targeted outreach campaign 
for major Solano County employ-
ers to encourage employees to use 
transit, carpool, vanpool, bike, or 
walk to work at least 30 workdays 
from August through October
	 Forty-Three (43) major em-
ployers totaling 600+ employees 
participated in the Challenge in 
Solano County. More than 360 
employees across the County 
earned the title of Commute 
Champion, up more than 20% 
from 2008’s total of 300.
	 Information on SNCI’s 
programs and services can be 
obtained by calling 1-800-53-
KMUTE. 

T
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Financial Projections: Your Crystal Ball into the Future
any of us wish we had 
a crystal ball to plan for 
the future.  One tool that 

can help you plan for the future 
and reduce uncertainty is a set of 
thoughtfully developed financial 
projections.  
	 There are many reasons to do 
financial projections.   If you are 
starting a new business or plan-
ning an expansion of your existing 
business and will need financing, 
the bank will typically require 
financial projections.  The finan-
cial projections should include 
a projected income statement, a 
projected cash flow projection, 
and a break even analysis.
	 There are several steps to gen-
erating financial projections.  The 
first is to generate a sales forecast.  
If you are an existing business, 
you can start with last year’s sales 
and make assumptions for future 
sales based on expansion plans.  If 
you are a startup, you can research 
what similar businesses in your 
industry are doing.  A projection is 
just that - your best educated guess 

of what you think you are going 
to do in sales.  It just has to be 
reasonable.  If you are a restaurant 
with 25 seats and you project do-
ing 150 lunches, that may not be 
reasonable since you may only be 
able to turn the seats two or three 
times.  
	 The sales forecast should also 

include what is called your cost 
of goods sold (COGS).  You will 
need to project what it will cost 
to deliver or produce each unit 
or product or service.  COGS are 
your variable costs that vary with 
the volume of sales.  The total 
sales minus the COGS will then 
give you your gross profit margin 
before any operating expenses.
	 The next step in generating a 
financial projection is to project 
the fixed operating expenses.  

These are the expenses to keep 
your doors open that do not vary 
with sales.  This would include 
rent, utilities, insurance, etc.  The 
gross profit margin minus the 
operating expenses will then give 
you your net income or earnings 
before interest, taxes, depreciation, 
and amortization (EBITDA).  	

	 After generating your sales 
forecast and projected income 
statement, you will then need to 
generate a cash flow statement.  
The format for the cash flow 
statement is typically “cash in” 
minus “cash out” each month with 
a cumulative cash balance at the 
bottom.  The cumulative balance 
at the end of the month is used as 
the starting cash balance for the 
following month.  The cumulative 
cash balance is essentially your 

bank account.  	
	 You can either build financial 
projections from scratch using 
a spreadsheet program such as 
Excel, or you can use an integrat-
ed financial projection template 
that has all the formulas prebuilt 
to link the sales forecast to the 
income statement to the cash flow 
projection so that any changes 
to one flow through to the whole 
projection.  Once you have such a 
projection built, it is easy to do a 
quick break even analysis.  
	 Any business really comes 
down to the numbers.  Doing this 
exercise up front, can help you 
avoid unexpected surprises such 
as not having enough working 
capital.  The Solano College Small 
Business Development Center can 
help you generate financial projec-
tions for your business.  To set up 
an appointment for free counsel-
ing in this area, you can contact 
the SBDC at (707) 864-3382 or 
visit www.solanosbdc.org and fill 
out the online request for services 
form. 

m
Report from Solano College SBDC 

Report From Charles Eason Solano College SBDC Director

Solano College Receives $418,000 
Green Education Grant

olano College was recently 
awarded a $418,000 Green 
Building Pre-apprenticeship 

Grant as one of 34 recipients of 
$27 million in grants through the 
California Clean Energy Work-
force Training Program.  The grant 
will provide training for veterans, 
unemployed construction workers, 
and other individuals to secure 
clean jobs in weatherization and 
building retrofit construction, solar 
installation, green plumbing and 
energy auditing among others.
	 Governor Schwarzenegger’s 
California Recovery Task Force, 

in collaboration with 
the Green Collar Jobs 
Council, the California 
Energy Commission, the 
Employment Development 
Department, the Employ-
ment Training Panel and 
the California Workforce 

Investment Board, lead a partner-
ship of agencies, organizations, 
and employers in developing the 
California Clean Energy Work-
force Training Program.  
	 Coupled with a dollar-for-dol-
lar match leveraged from public-
private partnerships, the program 
promotes the use of industry sector 
strategies for training workers in 
occupations related to energy effi-
ciency, water efficiency, renewable 
energy, and alternative and renew-
able transportation technologies. 
Program participants will receive 

a variety of green-related degrees 
and certificates such as certified 
green building professional, home 
energy rater, certified photovoltaic 
installer, water/energy auditor, and 
weatherization specialist/auditor.
	 The Solano College Green 
Education Training program will 
provide 108 hours of training plus 
five 40-hour specialty classes.  For 
the spring and fall semesters, the 
college will offer three concurrent 
classes in Vacaville, Fairfield, and 
Vallejo.  An estimated 60 students 
per semester will be trained. 
	 Another component of the 
grant will be to provide entrepre-
neurial training to participants 
who are interested in starting a 
business in the Green Building 
Industry.  The training will be pro-
vided by the Solano College Small 
Business Development Center 

which will conduct two NxLeveL 
Entrepreneurial Training Programs 
and provide one-on-one counsel-
ing.
	 As part of the grant effort, a 
Green Employer Council will be 
formed.  The Green Employer 
Council members will be provid-
ing program oversight and exper-
tise as the curriculum is created 
and the program progresses.  The 
Green Education Program will ini-
tially be offered as a not-for-credit 
program, but the college intends 
to convert the classes to a credit 
program so that the program can 
be sustained after the 18 month 
grant ends.
	 For more information about 
the Green Education Program, 
contact the Solano College Small 
Business Development Center at 
(707) 864-3382. 

s
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ARE YOUR TAXES 
OVERWHELMING? 

Tax Minimization 
Business Effectiveness 
Accounting & Auditing   
Wealth Building 

CAVANAGH CONNOR & COMPANY 
Certified Public Accountants, APC
Business Development Consultants 

      1350 Tennessee Street       724 Texas Street 
      Vallejo, CA  94590                                                              Fairfield, CA  94533
      (707) 642-4427                           (707) 429-1550
                

“One good idea. . . . 
     . . . . . every time we talk!” 

QuickBooksPro® Professional Advisors 

member News

BB&B Launches 
Local Happenings 

B&B Business Group, a lo-
cal marketing and business 
consultant firm based in 

Vallejo, has reentered the publish-
ing world with their release of 
“Local Happenings” Magazine 
and its companion website www.
localhappeningsmagazine.com. 
The premier issue of Local Hap-
penings Magazine was released in 
December.
	 Local Happenings magazine 
focuses on just what its title says 
- local happenings for Solano 
County and the surrounding com-
munities. The magazine is the 
brainchild of Deanna Baillie and 
Robert Briseno, the principals of 
BB&B Business Group, who felt 
that there needed to be an easier 
way to find out about all there is 
to do and enjoy here in Solano 
County and the Greater Bay Area.
	 “There are lots of places to 
find out what is going on – but no 
“one” place to look on the web 
or in print for local events and 
happenings”, said Robert Briseno. 
“We saw a need in our community 

and our plan is to fill it first here 
in Solano County and then expand 
it as quickly as we are able to the 
rest of the Bay Area and beyond.  
We welcome and invite business-
es, schools, organizations and the 
community to work with us to cre-
ate a single website and source for 
events here in Solano County and 
the surrounding communities.”
	 Local Happenings Magazine 
will be published bi-monthly and 
go out to thousands of homes in 
the community.  Thousands of ad-
ditional copies will be distributed 
to hotels, chambers of commerce, 
restaurants, local airports, realty 
offices, coffee shops, etc. The 
magazine will be glossy and full 
color throughout with very afford-
able advertising prices. The total 
publication will also be available 
online and the publishers plan to 
grow their web presence to thou-
sands of daily unique visitors.
	 Questions about the magazine 
or about advertising may be direct-
ed to Robert Briseno and Deanna 
Baillie by calling 557-3182. 

B

who is unable to run for Election 
due to term limits. The Demo-
cratic Primary election is June 8th, 
2010 and the General Election is 
November 2nd, 2010.  If elected, 

Wilson will serve a 4-year term. In 
addition to its endorsement of Wil-
son, ValPAC will also contribute 
$3,000 to Wilson’s campaign. 

Councilman Michael Wilson 
(cont. from page 1)

Partnership Gives Health Care 
to Everyone

ozens of patients file 
through Sutter Solano 
Medical Center’s emergency 

room every day in Vallejo, often 
without insurance, cash or legal 
immigration status. They all get 
health care, thanks to the partner-
ship between Vallejo’s two hospi-
tals, Sutter Solano Medical Center 
and Kaiser Permanente, and La 
Clinica de la Raza. 
	 Under the partnership, true 
emergencies are seen at the hospi-
tal. Other patients are sent to the 
clinic where they get care all on a 
sliding fee scale.
	 Providers say the partnership 
is saving money, largely because 
it’s better for the hospital to have 
people get preventive care at the 
clinic than constantly showing up 
at the emergency room. Patients 
say it works.
	 Sergio Santana recently lost 
his job as a unionized painter, and 
the health insurance that went 
with it. When a cut on his foot 
got infected, he turned to Sutter 
Solano’s emergency department 
three times - a total cost of $1,600. 
Then he realized that he could 
get a follow-up visit at the clinic 
under the program. That cost him 
$21.40.

	 The program also serves as an 
example of how a community has 
found a way to confront the reality 
that undocumented immigrants 
will not be covered by health care 
reforms.
	 To Vallejo hospital officials, 
investing in a program that helped 
them reduce unnecessary visits to 
the emergency room made sense. 
Sutter Solano and Kaiser Perma-
nente Medical Center committed 
$300,000 each over three years 
to jump-start the clinic, called La 
Clinica de la Raza, North Vallejo. 
The county contributed $250,000 
up front, and promised $256,500 
more over three years.
	 La Clinica is seeing about 800 
patients a month. One-third are 
referrals from hospital emer-
gency rooms. Even with the clinic 
nearby, Sutter Solano saw 6,000 
more emergency room visits this 
year than projected.
	 “It frightens me to think what 
would have happened had La 
Clinica not been there,” said CEO 
Terry Glubka.
	 County officials said that 
regardless of what happens in 
Washington with regards to Health 
Insurance Reform, they’re keeping 
the program. 

D



VALLEJO
NISSAN, INC.

3287 Sonoma Blvd
Vallejo, Califonia
(707)643-8291

NAPA
NISSAN, INC.

510 Soscol Avenue
Napa, California
(707)253-1551

GREG
COMPAGNO

Welcome New Members
Electricians
J’s Electrical Services 
Joe Barajas
10 Vine Terrace Way
American Canyon, CA 94503
(707) 645-1676

Apartments 
The Valencia
Jackie Ponce
1101 N. Camino Alto
Vallejo, CA 94589
(707) 556-3360

Real Estate Agents - Residential
Lea Pannell Realty 
LaGuan Lea 
1768 Tuolumne Street
Vallejo, CA 94589
(707) 642-3587

Real Estate Agents - Residential
Mustico Realty - Pat 
Molinar-Jeffers 
Pat Molinar-Jeffers
112 Skyway
Vallejo, CA 94591
(707) 980-1094

Event Facility
Vallejo Veteran’s 
Memorial Building 
Council 
Gary Smith
420 Admiral Callahgan Lane
Vallejo, CA 94591
(707) 644-3097

Restaurants 
Applebee’s Neighborhood 
Grill & Bar 
1041 Admiral Callaghan Lane
Vallejo, CA 94591-3681
(707) 558-0824

*New Members from 10/05/2009 - 01/05/2010
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Michael Coan
Favaro, Lavezzo, Gill, Caretti 

& Heppell Law Offices
Description of Business: Favaro, Lavezzo, Gill, 
Caretti & Heppell is a full service law firm founded 
in 1973.  As one of the oldest law firms in Solano 
County, Favaro Lavezzo is able to offer clients 
high-quality representation in a broad range of legal 
areas.  The firm offers representation in areas such 
as Business and Commercial Transactions; Real 
Estate Law; Landlord Tenant Matters; Wills, Liv-
ing Trust; Probate and Trust Administration; Trust 
Contests; Taxation and Tax Planning and Disputes; 

American with Disabilities Act Defense; Divorce and Family Law 
matters; Personal Injury; Criminal Defense; Civil Litigation; Land Use 
matters and Municipal Law and Public Agencies. 

Description of Job/Duties: Responsible for managing one of the top-
rated law firms in Solano County, as well as facilitating the daily activi-
ties and operations of the offices in Vallejo and Fairfield.   

Community Involvement: Trustee for the Sutter Solano Charitable 
Foundation for the past two years. Chairman of the Political Advocacy 
Committee for the Vallejo Chamber of Commerce for the past two years.  

Personal Information: Married for 10 years to Mary Jo Coan.  Two 
children, Christopher and Josephine (4 year-old twins).  Born and raised 
in Vallejo.  Graduated from St. Patrick St. Vincent’s High School in 
1992.  Graduated Sonoma State University with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in History.  Graduated Empire Law School with a Juris Doctor 
Degree in 2000 

GDS
GARSON

D E S I G N

SERVICES

ATTN: Steve Lessler • PH: 707.688.5713 • FAX: 707.422.9105

Please fax back approval Sign: Date
❑ Approved __________________________________________________
❑ Approved with changes noted __________________________________________________
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Garson Design Services
239 Concord Ave.
Fairfield, CA 94533
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• Henley Architects + Associates
• Indoor Environmental Services
• King Security Services, Inc.
• Newcal Industries
• NorthBay Healthcare 
• OFFCO Offset Pritning Co.
• Paragon Commercial Building

Maintenance
• PRJ Insurance Marketing
• S. L. Pemberton, Inc.
• Solano Signs
• State Farm Ins. - Tara Dacus
• Suisun Harbor Square
• TechPro Source 
• Umpqua Bank

• California Telephone
• Carl Recknagel General Contractors
• Chipman Relocations
• Cirkadia Software Development
• Cole Professional Cleaning Supplies
• Credit Bureau Associates
• C+D Consulting Engineers
• CSI Career College
• David L. Welch CPA
• Discovery Land Care, Inc.
• Express Employment Professional
• Law Offices of Favaro, Lavezzo,

Gill, Caretti & Heppell
• Garson Design Services
• Gateway Realty
• Golden West Electric

Did you know you can now find 
the Chamber on Facebook, 

Linked-In, and Picasa? 
For more information, visit 
www.vallejochamber.com.

Join the Vallejo Chamber in our 
New Online Communities

Board Member Spotlight

Support the Chamber
Bring a potential Member to our 

Networking @ 5 on February 25, 2010 
at Sutter Solano Medical Center.



AROUND THE CORNER

February Networking @ 5
Sutter Solano Medical Center

100 Hospital Drive
Thursday, February 25 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

March Networking @ 5
Merrill Gardens Vallejo

350 Locust Drive
Thursday, March 25 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Legislative Day
Monday, April 5 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

April Networking @ 5
Dual City Mixer in American Canyon

Thursday, April 25 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

For an updated listing of all Chamber and Community 
events please check out www.vallejochamber.com

Business MEETINGS (Monthly)
Executive Committee	 1st Tuesday - noon  
Ambassadors	 1st Tuesday - 5:30 p.m.    
Political Advocacy	 1st Wednesday - 9:00 a.m.
Vallejo Business Alliance	 2nd Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. 
Economic Development	 2nd Wednesday - noon  
Board of Directors	 3rd Tuesday - noon   
ValNet	 Wednesdays - noon
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Upcoming events

2 0 0 72 0 0 72 0 0 7

“Your Comfort System Specialist”
License #719381 Insured and Bonded

“Let Our Family Keep
Your Family Comfortable”

(707) 645-0734
1768 Broadway Street • Vallejo, CA 94590

www.a-1guaranteed.com
Best of Solano 

2004-2007

member news

Klimisch’s Gives “New” Car 
to Fighting Back Mentor

n  December 17th, 2009, Klimisch’s Inc. presented Vallejo resi-
dent Sabreen Freeman with a completely refurbished 2002 Saturn 
SL2 4-door sedan as part of this year’s Acoat Selected National 

Benevolence Program.  Additionally, McDowell Insurance has gener-
ously agreed to provide insurance coverage on the vehicle.
	 Ms. Freeman works in the Fighting Back Partnership Mentoring 
Program and volunteers her time for other community service groups as 
well. She is a single mother who cares for her disabled son and daugh-
ter-in-law and her two grandchildren. Sabreen had her car stolen in 
San Francisco several months ago and has been relying on the city bus 
service to get from place to place. She is currently looking for a job and 
lives in the Avian Apartments off Springs Road.
	 According to Connie Klimisch, owner of Klimsich’s, Inc., “Each 
year the collision repair industry as a whole comes across cars that are 
“written off” by either the owner or the insurance company. Often these 
are older vehicles that just need some mechanical and body work to get 
them road-ready and perfectly safe to drive. Because we believe these 
cars are going to waste when there are people who really need them, we 
decided to do something about it.”
	 This is the fourth year that Klimisch’s, Inc. has given a car away to 
a needy member of the community, joining with other members of the 
Akzo Nobel Acoat Selected organization to form the Acoat Selected 
National Benevolence Program, a community relations program whose 
mission is to present refurbished cars to deserving individuals or organi-
zations during the holiday season.
	 Klimisch’s Inc. is located in Vallejo on 285 Couch St. They have 
been servicing the City of Vallejo for over 62 years. What is so unique 
about this program is that it is not just an effort made by Klimisch’s 
employees, it is truly an effort made by the community. 

O

Dennis and Connie Klimisch with Sabreen Freeman, 
(middle) recipient of a “new” used car.
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Financial planning is a lifelong process, designed to address your long-

term needs and to accumulate, preserve and transfer your wealth. 

Mark Lobdell has been providing Financial Planning Services since 

1978 and, with his wealth of  experience, will guide you and help you 

achieve your goals. As your Financial Advisor, Mark’s goal is to help you 

pursue your  nancial objectives and live your dreams. 

Wealth Accumulation  •  Wealth Preservation 

Retirement Planning • Wealth Transfer

Securities offered through First Allied Securities, Inc.,  
A Registered Broker Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC

Mark Lobdell
President

560 1st Street, Ste. B108
Benicia, CA 94510
707.745.3939

mlobdell@1stallied.com

812 Tennessee Street • Vallejo, CA 94590


